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YOUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
AT MALLARD LAKE 
 

LEASING TEAM 
SHELLY, APRIL, KELLY,  
JACKIE, DIANE, STEFANIE 
 

MAINTENANCE TEAM 
KEVIN, JIM, ADAM,       
ANDREW, HELEN, IRENA, 
MAREK, MIGUEL 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

MON-WED: 9AM - 7PM 
THUR-FRI:  9AM - 5PM 
SAT:  10AM - 5PM 
SUN:  12PM - 4PM 

DON’T FORGET TO 
RECYCLE THIS 
NEWSLETTER 

WHEN YOU ARE 
FINISHED WITH IT. 
THANK YOU! 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBER 
 

LEASING OFFICE &  
MAINTENANCE 
(847) 398-1200 
 
Call the leasing office 
for emergency       
maintenance and follow 
the prompts. 

www.mallardlakeapts.com 

ONLINE WORK  
ORDERS 
 

Visit the resident’s tab 
online at  
mallardlakeapts.com  
to quickly enter service  
work orders. 
 

USERNAME:  
MALLARDLAKE 
PASSWORD: FIXIT 

CAT BUILDINGS 

 Great news! Mallard Lake Apartments is now 
allowing cats in designated cat-buildings. Our 
cat courtyard buildings include 1632 to 1668 
Sheldrake Drive effective June 1; 681 and 695 
Old Buffalo Grove Road effective August 1; and 
1635 to 1671 Woodduck Lane effective April 1.  

 We allow up to two (2) cats per apartment, 
and they must be spayed or neutered. A pet fee 
of $300 and monthly pet rent of $25 per month 
for one (1) cat or $35 per month for two (2) cats 
will apply.  

 We welcome residents to transfer to one of 
our cat buildings upon renewal unless notified 
otherwise.      

ATTENTION 1635 - 1671 WOODDUCK LANE 

 There was a mistake on the cat-building     
notifications sent out to the residents of these 
buildings. We are only allowing cats, not dogs, 
per the last paragraph of the notification.  

TENNIS COURTS 

 The Mallard Lake tennis courts will be open 
for use beginning April 1. The tennis court     
season runs April 1 through November 15.   

SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERY 

 Per your lease agreement, you are required to 
have a working battery in your smoke/carbon 
monoxide detector at all times! Please make 
sure you check this battery regularly and       
replace it if necessary. In the event of a fire, it 
could save your life!   

SPRING MUD 

 We hate to be so picky, but before entering 
your building, please be sure to wipe your feet! 
Rainfall is usually heavy during the months of 
March and April—creating mud that can be 
tracked into the hallways and into your        
apartment.  

Continued on Page 2... 

 Mallard Lake Reflections 

Mallard Lake News & Notes 

No matter how long the winter…  

...spring is sure to follow.  –Proverb 
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livesmart 
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 Do you need extensive cleaning or repair throughout your apartment that is not 
covered by Mallard Lake Apartments? Would you like your carpet cleaned again? 
Would you like your bathroom re-caulked? Mallard Lake would like to invite you to 
contact Luis & Company, our on-site contractor, for all your apartment cleaning 
and repair needs. Luis & Company can clean excessive dirt from bathrooms,        
re-caulk tiles, grout tubs, clean carpets, and more! Luis & Company is available for 
you to hire directly. Call Luis at (630) 973-3828 for a quote.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1… 

PATIO/BALCONY BEAUTIFICATION CONTEST 

 Hey green thumbs! Keep your eye on future 
newsletters for the 2009 Patio/Balcony Beauti-
fication Contest entry details. Start planning 
your “beautification” now! 

GEESE 

 Due to the protection of certain wildlife    
species during their mating season, including 
ducks and geese, we are unable to move or 
prevent the birds from roaming on the       
community grounds. On some occasions, they 
will build a nest right next to a building door. 

 Once they lay their eggs, please call our 
office. A hired state licensed professional will 
come to the community and treat the eggs. 
After the eggs are treated, the licensed      
professional will return and remove the nest 
and eggs within two weeks. The mother will 
eventually leave the nesting area. Please be 
patient through this process, as it usually lasts 
from late March through June.  

SPRING CLEANING FOR PATIOS AND BALCONIES 

 With the change in season, Mallard Lake 
Apartments’ staff begins to clean up the     
community grounds of garbage that may have 
flown in with the wintry winds. We would also 
like to ask our residents to tidy up their        
balconies and patio areas of any garbage and 
items that don’t belong. Remember, only lawn 
furniture, 1/4 face-cord stack of firewood, gas 
grills, planters, and satellite dishes (if         
approved by management) are allowed to be 
in this area. Storage of garbage, boxes,      
bicycles, tires, brooms, etc. are not permitted 
on patios and balconies.  

NO SOLICITORS ALLOWED! 

 Mallard Lake Apartments does not authorize 
solicitors regardless of nature on the property. 
Some of our residents are allowing solicitors 
in the buildings, or the solicitors are waiting 
outside the door until someone has entered or 
exited the building and walks in after.  

 If you allow a solicitor in the building, advise 
them to leave the building immediately. We 
have a “No Trespassing” policy at Mallard 
Lake. Several signs are posted throughout the 
property and “No Solicitor” signs are located 
by the front building doors.  

 Feel free to call 911 if there is anyone in the 
building that shouldn’t be. 

Mallard Lake 
News & Notes 

Choose your lucky egg! 
For our April Rent Giveaway, be one of the first 
100 residents to pay your rent in the Leasing Office 
and choose an egg from our basket. The prize   
inside can be anything from a gift card to a rent   
coupon to candy! What will you choose?!?! Drawing 
begins March 25. Hurry in! 

Apartment Cleaning & Repair Service 
 

LUIS & COMPANY (630) 973-3828 

Please Use Caution on the 
Playground Equipment  

 Mallard Lake Apartments provides great playground areas for the       
children in our community. We’d like to remind you of some playground 
rules that help reduce the risk of accidents. 

1) Only children 12 years old and younger can use the playgrounds. 

2) Any child younger than 6 must be accompanied by an adult. 

3) Roughhousing on the playground equipment is not allowed because of 
the potential for an accident to occur.  

4) Use the playground equipment with caution and only in the manner it 
is intended to be used.  

5) Please refrain from walking across the top of the playground        
equipment. If your foot slips, you could be seriously injured.  

 Thank you for your cooperation, and have fun out there! 
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MAINTAIN A GOOD CREDIT 

RATING  

 Having a good credit rating is 
one of the best ways to lower 
the cost of any policy. An       
insurance company screener will 
want to know not only how well 
you pay your bills, but insurance 
companies use this tool as a 
predictor of your likelihood to file 
a claim. And having a 
good credit rating will 
also help you secure 
the apartment or 
lease you want, as 
your landlord will 
probably    review the 
same     information.  

SHOP AROUND  

Check with several different renter’s insurance companies to get 
rate quotes (an independent insurance agent can provide rate 
quotes from a variety of companies). Check with friends and    
relatives to see if they are satisfied with their insurance company.  

10 Ways to Save on 

Renter’s Insurance 

RAISE YOUR DEDUCTIBLE 

 The deductible is the amount of money 
you have to pay toward a loss before 
your insurance kicks in. Typically, renters 
insurance deductibles start at $250.   
Increase your deductible to:  

• $500 and save up to 12% on your 
premiums  

• $1,000 and save up to 24% 

• $2,500 and save up to 30% 

• $5,000 and save up to 37% 

Make sure you can afford to pay the 
higher deductible out-of-pocket if     
something should happen. 

BUY YOUR RENTERS AND 
AUTO POLICIES FROM THE 

SAME COMPANY  

 Many companies will give a 
multi-line discount if you buy 
both renters insurance and 
auto coverage from 
them.  

LOOK FOR SENIOR             

DISCOUNTS 

 Insurance companies have 
found that retired people stay 
at home more and spot fires 
sooner than working people. If 
you're at least 55 years old 
and retired, you might qualify 
for as much as a 10 percent 
discount.  

LOOK FOR GROUP              

COVERAGE  

 Large employers and 
alumni and business 
associations often 
work out deals with 
insurance companies 
which include dis-
counts for employees 
and members.  

STAY WITH AN INSURER  

 If you've kept your        
coverage with a company for 
several years, you may    
receive special considera-
tion. Several insurers will 
reduce their premiums by 5 
percent after you stay with 

them from three to five years, and some 
companies will discount you as much as 10 
percent after six years.  

CHECK YOUR POLICY ANNUALLY  

 You want your policy to reflect the value of your belongings. If you review your policy every 
year, you will be able to make the necessary adjustments. If you bought or sold expensive     
electronics, a computer or jewelry during the year, you may need to increase or decrease the 
amount of coverage for your possessions. 
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INSTALL SAFETY AND SECURITY DEVICES 

IN THE APARTMENT  

 Some companies will look favorably on you if 
install smoke detectors, a fire extinguisher, a 
burglar alarm, and dead bolt door locks and 
window locks in your apartment. Ask the     
landlord to install these items if you live in a 
state in which these items aren't required. Few 
companies would ask for anything more than a 
statement from you saying these items are   
included in the apartment. 

 Think twice about adding additional security by getting certain breeds of 
dog. Some insurance companies are uneasy about writing policies for 
owners of particular breeds: Rottweilers, pit bulls, and Doberman        
pinschers might make getting renters insurance hard, especially if they've 
bitten people in the past.  

STOP SMOKING  

 Smoking is the No. 1 
cause of residential fire 
deaths. Some  insurers    
offer to reduce premiums if 
no res ident  of  the         
apartment smokes.  



RES IDENT  ACT IV IT IES  
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2ND ANNUAL 

 Egg Hunt 
It’s time for the 2nd Annual Egg Hunt, with special guest, the EASTER BUNNY! Come out to the Mallard 
Lake Clubhouse on Saturday, April 11 at 9:30am, rain or shine, for a continental breakfast followed by a 
fun search for candy-filled eggs! Each age group will have an assigned time for their egg hunt—ages 3 
and under will begin at 10:00am, ages 4-7 will begin at 10:45am, and ages 7-11 will begin at 11:30am. 
We only have 25 spots available for each group, so RSVP today at (847) 398-1200.  

SATURDAY APRIL 11, MALLARD LAKE CLUBHOUSE, 9:30AM - 12:00PM 

WHO WILL UNCOVER THE GOLDEN EGG FOR A SPECIAL PRIZE?? 

M O N T H L Y  M O V I E  D A Y  
Don’t forget that every month Mallard Lake has a “Movie Day” in our Clubhouse. Come on out to relax, 
munch on popcorn, and laugh with your neighbors while watching a family friendly flick on our big-screen 
TV. To see what’s playing next, take a look at our monthly newsletter or stop by the information board 
near your building’s mailbox. If you have a suggestion for a movie (appropriate for all ages), be sure to let 
Kelly know!  
 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURE FLICK:  

BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUABEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUABEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUABEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA    
    

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 3PM 

Mallard Lake Clubhouse 

Guests Welcome! 



COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
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BINGO BLAST! 
 
 During the month of February, Mallard Lake hosted 
the first “Men’s and Women’s Bingo Night Out!” The           
response was huge! 
 On Friday, February 13, over 50 women came out to 
the Clubhouse for a night of Bingo. The following Friday 
was the men's turn, where we had over 30 participants!  
 There have been a huge amount of positive feedback 
regarding this event. Thank you to everyone who came 
out to test their luck while having a lot of fun! We look   
forward to offering this type of event again in the future! 

COMING SOON: MAY—POOL OPENING PARTY, JUNE—TENNIS LESSONS START 

ITEMS BEING 
ACCEPTED: 
 
� Clothing 

� Furniture 

� Cleaning         

Supplies 

� Kitchen Items 

� Bed and Bath   

Linens 

� Children’s Items 

� Paper Products 

� Flashlights 

� Batteries 

� First Aid Kits 

� Throw Rugs 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 11:00AM to 1:00PM 
MALLARD LAKE CLUBHOUSE 
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED! 

 Mallard Lake will be donating 
$1000 in charity to Home of 
the Sparrow in an attempt to 
reach out to the community 
and help others in need. Join 
us for an Open House to   
benefit Home of the Sparrow 
on Saturday, April 25, from 
11am to 1pm in the Mallard 
Lake Clubhouse.  

 At the Open House, a       
representative from Home of 
the Sparrow will talk about the 
organization and accept      
donations on behalf of Mallard 
Lake Apartments and its    
community.  

 This is a great way to give 
back to the community—and a 
great way to recycle unwanted 
household items that you may 

have come across during your 
spring cleaning.  

 Home of the Sparrow is an 
organization that provides 
housing and supportive       
services to homeless women 
who are single, pregnant or 
accompanied by their children. 
Its mission is to empower    
individuals and families to 
el iminate homelessness,     
joblessness and hunger by 
teaching independence, self-
reliance, and self-discipline.  

 We will be collecting items 
for shelters including paper 
products, cleaning supplies, 
kitchen items, bed and bath 
linens, children’s items, and 
miscellaneous household 
items. We will also be          

collecting gently used clothing 
and furniture. Monetary       
donations are welcomed and 
appreciated.  

 Your generosity will truly 
make a d i f ference in         
someone’s life. Please join us 
at our Home of the Sparrow 
Open House and help us help 
our community.  

 For more information,       
contact April in the Leasing 
Office at (847) 398-1200. 

OPEN HOUSE FOR HOME OF THE SPARROW 
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Blueberry-Buttermilk Pancakes 
Pancakes are not just for breakfast anymore! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 
RENT DUE 
April Fool’s Day 

2 3 
Fast & Furious 
3, in theaters 
today! 

4 
See Rent at the 
Ford Center for 
Performing Arts 
(Mar 31-Apr 12) 

5 
 

6 
RENT LATE 
White Sox Home 
Opener 

7 8 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

9 
Passover 

10 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Good Friday 

11 2nd Annual 
Egg Hunt,      
9:30am-12pm, 
Mallard Lake 
Clubhouse 

12 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
Easter 

13 
Cubs Home 
Opener 

14  
See Hannah  
Montana the 
Movie, in thea-
ters this week! 

15  
 

16 17  
Movie Day 
3pm, 
Mallard Lake 
Clubhouse 

18 
Cubs vs St. 
Louis Cardinals 

19 
 

20  
Green Apple 
Music Festival at 
Lincoln Park 
Zoo, 11am 

21 22 
Earth Day 

23 
See Mary      
Poppins on 
Broadway (thru 
July 12)  

24 
Arbor Day 

25 
Home of the 
Sparrow OPEN 
HOUSE, 11am, 
Clubhouse 

26 Catch Jamie 
Foxx and Robert 
Downey, Jr. in 
The Soloist, in 
theaters now! 

27 28 29 
Brittney Spears 
in concert. 
Allstate Arena, 
8pm  

30   

April 2009 

INGREDIENTS 
 

2 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour, sifted 
3 tbsp sugar 
2 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp baking soda 
1 tsp salt 
2-1/4 cups buttermilk 
4 tbsp unsalted butter (1/2 stick) 
1/2 tsp vanilla 
1-2 tbsp vegetable oil or non-stick   
cooking spray 
1 cup fresh blueberries 
Confectioner’s sugar for dusting 
Softened butter for serving 
Warm maple syrup for serving 

DIRECTIONS 
 

Preheat oven to 200 degrees. 
 

In a bowl, using an electric mixer, beat 
eggs on medium speed until frothy. Add 
the flour, sugar, baking powder, baking 
soda, salt, buttermilk, melted butter, 
and vanilla. Stir just until the batter is 
smooth and no lumps of flour remain. 
Do not over-mix.  
 

Heat an electric griddle to medium-high 
heat until a few drops of water flicked 
onto the surface skitter across it. Lightly 
grease the griddle with oil or spray with 
non-stick cooking spray. Using a batter 
dispenser set on the large setting;     

dispense the batter onto the griddle.  
Alternatively, ladle about 1/3 cup batter 
onto the griddle for each pancake.  
 

Scatter 1 tablespoon blueberries evenly 
over each pancake. Cook until bubbles 
form on top and the batter is set (1-2 
minutes). Using a spatula, flip the     
pancakes and cook until golden brown 
on the other side (2-3 minutes). 
 

Transfer to a baking sheet and keep 
warm in oven while cooking remaining 
pancakes. Dust the pancakes with    
confectioner’s sugar and serve warm 
with butter and maple syrup. 
 

Makes 16 pancakes.  


